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Mr. Emmerson and members of the Board, thank you very much for the 

opportunity to speak with you this morning about how we can work 

together to protect Lake Simcoe and its watershed. 

I am Jack Gibbons from Lake Simcoe Watch.    We are a coalition of 7 

local ratepayer and environmental groups namely the Lake Simcoe 

Association, the Innisfil District Association, AWARE Simcoe, the West 

Oro Ratepayers’ Association, the South Lake Simcoe Naturalists, the 



North Gwillimbury Forest Alliance and the Save the Oak Ridges Moraine 

Coalition. 

As you know, the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan calls for Lake Simcoe’s 

phosphorus pollution to be reduced to 44 tonnes per year. 

The Plan also calls for at least 40% of Lake Simcoe’s watershed to 

consist of high-quality natural cover.   That is, wetlands, forests and 

meadows. 

But here is the bad news: Despite the fact that the Plan was released 10 

years ago, the provincial government has failed to develop plans and 

budgets to achieve these two important goals.   Furthermore, mapping 

has still not been done to identify the percentage of Lake Simcoe’s 

watershed which already consists of high-quality natural cover.    So we 

still don’t know how many acres of high-quality wetlands, forests and 



meadows needs to be added to our watershed to achieve the 40% 

natural cover goal. 

So that is the bad news. 

But the good news is that there is strong local support for the 

achievement of these goals.   In fact, the achievement of one or both of 

these goals by 2026 has been endorsed by the Mayors of Oro-Medonte, 

Barrie, Bradford-West Gwillimbury, Newmarket, Aurora, Georgina, 

Brock and Kawartha Lakes. 

In addition, our new Member of Parliament for York-Simcoe, Scot 

Davidson, supports both of our goals.   Moreover, Scot is hoping that 

we can achieve the 40% natural cover target before 2026. 

So we are here today to ask you to please direct your staff to play a 

leadership role in developing and implementing plans and budgets to 



achieve the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan’s phosphorus reduction and 

natural cover targets by 2026. 

So that is our request.   But as you know, your Chief Administrative 

Office, Mike Walters, has raised two concerns about our request.   So I 

would like to address Mr. Walters’ concerns now. 

First, Mr. Walters notes that it would be “premature” for the LSRCA and 

its partners to commit to achieving our goals by 2026 before 

reasonable plans and budgets have been development to achieve these 

goals. 

And let me say that we agree with Mr. Walters 100% on this point.   Our 

goal is to achieve the  Lake Simcoe Protection Plan’s targets by 2026, 

but we absolutely agree that the LSRCA cannot commit to 

implementing these goals before it has developed a reasonable 



strategy and budget to do so.   So what we are asking you to do today is 

to take the first step.    That is, please direct your staff to work with the 

Province and the Government of Canada to develop a strategy and a 

budget to achieve our goals. 

I would now like to address Mr. Walters’ second concern, namely, that 

it would be too costly to achieve our goals by 2026.   To support his 

assertion Mr Walters states that it would cost more than $84 million to 

ensure that 40% of the watershed is forested.  But with great respect, 

this is a red herring since we are not asking for 40% of the watershed to 

be forested.  Rather we are asking for 40% of the watershed to consist 

of high-quality natural cover.   And, as you know, natural cover includes 

wetlands and meadows as well as forests.   And since much of our 

watershed already has many acres of high-quality wetlands and 



meadows, we don’t need 40% of our watershed to be forests to achieve 

our 40% natural cover target. 

So this brings us back to our fundamental problem.   Namely, despite 

the fact that the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan was released 10 years 

ago, we still do not have a plan or a budget to achieve its goals. 

So we are here today to ask you to take the first step by directing your 

staff to work with the province and the federal government to develop 

a plan and a budget to achieve the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan’s 

phosphorus reduction and natural cover goals by 2026.  

And once the plans and budgets are developed then you and our 

provincial and federal leaders will be able to determine if the Lake 

Simcoe municipalities and the Province of Ontario and the Government 

of Canada can afford to achieve our goals by 2026.    



So in conclusion, Mr. Emmerson and Board Members, please take the 

first step today by directing your staff to work with the province and 

the federal government to develop a plan and a budget to achieve the 

Lake Simcoe Protection Plan’s phosphorus reduction and natural cover 

goals by 2026.    

And once you have a proposed plan and a proposed budget from your 

experts then you and the Province of Ontario and the Government 

Canada can determine if our three levels of government can afford to 

achieve these goals by 2026. 

Thank you for your attention.   If you have any questions, I would be 

pleased to answer them. 

 

 



 

 


