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June 5, 2019 

 

BY EMAIL: officeofthemayor@barrie.ca 

 

Mayor Jeff Lehman 

Barrie City Hall 

Barrie, Ontario 

 

Dear Mayor Lehman: 

 

Re: Lake Simcoe Watch lawn signs 

 

Lake Simcoe Watch is a coalition of seven organizations that are working together to protect Lake 

Simcoe: Lake Simcoe Association, Innisfil District Association, AWARE Simcoe, West Oro Ratepayers’ 

Association, South Lake Simcoe Naturalists, North Gwillimbury Forest Alliance and Save the Oak Ridges 

Moraine Coalition. 

 

We are asking our municipal, provincial and federal political leaders to work together to develop plans 

and budgets to achieve two of the key goals of the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan by 2026 at the latest: 

a) reduce Lake Simcoe’s phosphorus loadings to 44 tonnes per year; and  

b) ensure that at least 40% of Lake Simcoe’s watershed consists of high-quality connected, forests, 

wetlands and meadows. 

 

Last month we launched a lawn sign campaign to encourage Attorney General Caroline Mulroney to 

persuade the Government of Ontario to develop plans and budgets to achieve the above-noted goals. 

 

I am pleased to note that there are now approximately 750 lawn signs on our supporters’ front yards all 

around Lake Simcoe. 
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Unfortunately, we have been informed by Barrie’s Municipal Law Enforcement Officer, Chris Smith, that 

it is contrary to the City of Barrie’s By-law 2019-023 for Barrie residents to place lawn signs on their own 

private property.  Furthermore, the City of Barrie is fining Lake Simcoe Watch $306 because some of our 

supporters put up four lawn signs on their front yards. 

 

As you know, the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees all Canadians “freedom of 

thought, belief, opinion and expression” subject only to “such reasonable limits prescribed by law as can 

be demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society”.  Our supporters are using the signs to 

express important personal opinions.   This kind of expression receives the highest level of protection 

under the Charter. Therefore, we do not believe that the City of Barrie has the constitutional authority 

to prohibit its local residents from putting non-commercial lawn signs on their front yards expressing 

their hope that Attorney General Caroline Mulroney will help us save our lake. 

 

In conclusion, could you please direct your staff to not remove our lawn signs from local citizens’ front 

yards and to rescind their $306 fine for Lake Simcoe Watch. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 
 

 

Jack Gibbons 

Chair 

 

cc. Clerk, City of Barrie 

 


