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357-2020-497 
May 21, 2020 
 
Mr. Jack Gibbons 
Chair, Lake Simcoe Watch 
Email:  Jack@LakeSimcoeWatch.ca  
 
Dear Mr. Gibbons: 
 
Thank you for your letter sharing your concerns and ideas to address phosphorus loadings 
in the Lake Simcoe Watershed.  
 
The Lake Simcoe Protection Act, 2008 (www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/08l23) provides the 
legislative framework for the protection and restoration of Lake Simcoe, and the Lake 
Simcoe Protection Plan (LSPP) is the key instrument guiding collaborative efforts. Through 
the Made-in-Ontario Environment Plan (www.ontario.ca/page/made-in-ontario-environment-
plan), our government committed to the continued implementation of the LSPP.  
 
A key objective of the LSPP is to improve dissolved oxygen in the lake to a level that can 
sustain the lake’s cold-water fish communities. To achieve this, the province created the 
Phosphorus Reduction Strategy—an ambitious, long-term strategy—to reduce the amount 
of phosphorus entering the lake, based on a modelled relationship between phosphorus 
and dissolved oxygen. Since the launch of the strategy, we have continued extensive 
monitoring to improve our understanding of this relationship.  
 
While the current phosphorus load entering the lake is still higher than the estimated goal of 
44 tonnes per year, the high loads in recent years are largely driven by high volumes of 
water flowing into Lake Simcoe. This is due to more frequent and intense rain events, and 
more winter snow melts. More water flowing into the lake adds more phosphorus.  
 
Dissolved oxygen levels have been continuing to increase and the overall ecological health 
of the lake has improved. In some years we have surpassed our dissolved oxygen target of 
7 mg/L. As a result, we are seeing some naturally reproducing lake trout, a positive step 
towards our desired outcome of renewing and sustaining a cold-water fish community.  
 
The Plan is based on the principle of adaptive management. The Plan will evolve and 

improve over time, based on new science and implementation experience. For this reason, 

the Act requires a review of the Plan every 10 years to determine whether the Plan should 

be amended. The ministry anticipates launching the first 10-year review of the LSPP before 

the end of the year. Public input into the Plan review is encouraged; people living within the 

watershed and all who have an interest in the health of the lake will be encouraged to 

provide their feedback. I look forward to hearing your input during the review.  
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Mr. Jack Gibbons 
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I assure you, our government remains committed to this important work moving forward. 
Thank you again for your interest in this important issue.    
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jeff Yurek 
Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
 
c: The Honourable Doug Downey, MPP, Barrie-Springwater-Oro-Medonte 
 The Honourable Jill Dunlop, MPP, Simcoe North  
 The Honourable Caroline Mulroney, MPP, York-Simcoe  

The Honourable Laurie Scott, MPP, Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock 
Ms. Andrea Khanjin, MPP, Barrie-Innisfil 


