Provincial Election Questionnaire 2022

Question #1
Background Information
In 2009 the Government of Ontario released its Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, which called for
Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution to be reduced by 50% to 44 tonnes a year. According to
the Plan, this is the reduction in pollution that is needed to protect the cold-water fishery and to
prevent excessive weed growth and algae blooms.
The Government of Ontario has not funded or implemented a plan to reduce Lake Simcoe’s
phosphorous pollution to 44 tonnes a year. Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution has instead
gone up by 30% since 2009.
To learn more about how we can reduce Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution to 44 tonnes per
year, please read our Cleaning-Up Lake Simcoe report.
Question #1
If elected, would you support the Government of Ontario promptly funding and implementing a
plan to reduce Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution to 44 tonnes a year by 2030?

Answer:

Yes

No

Undecided

Additional Comments:
YES. Shortly after the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan was enacted, the Liberal government
undermined it with major changes to the growth plan that allowed unsustainable urban
development to leapfrog over the Greenbelt onto farmland within the Lake Simcoe watershed,
with no real plan to deal with impacts such as increased phosphorous loads. These impacts will
only get worse as climate change results in heavier stormwater flows, amplified by costly and
irresponsible policy decisions that encourage further urban sprawl and paved surfaces, such as
the unnecessary, politically-driven Bradford Bypass 4-6 lane highway through the Greenbelt. An
NDP government will fund and implement a proper plan to reduce Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous
pollution to 44 tonnes a year by 2030.
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Question #2
Background Information
The Government of Ontario is planning to build a 16 km, four-lane Holland Marsh Highway to
link Highways 400 and 404.
The proposed highway would:
• Increase phosphorous and road salt pollution to Lake Simcoe;
• Endanger fish spawning habitat;
• Destroy 23 acres of provincially significant wetland; and
• Destroy 81 acres of wildlife habitat.
Question #2 (a)
If elected, would you support construction of this highway?
Answer:

Yes

No

Undecided

Additional Comments:
NO. The wasteful and unnecessary Bradford Bypass would cost taxpayers an estimated $2.2
billion, and would pave over prime farmland, the Holland Marsh, the Greenbelt and the Lake
Simcoe watershed. And according to an investigative report by the Toronto Star/National
Observer, its primary beneficiaries are powerful developers with political and donor ties to
Doug Ford and the PC Party of Ontario, who own nearly 3,000 acres of land along the highway
corridor and would profit handsomely if this taxpayer-subsidized highway is built. A Ministry of
Transportation report shows that there are much better ways to improve mobility through the
region than giving well-connected private interests a costly and wasteful 4-6 lane highway that
would ultimately attract heavier car and truck traffic from outside the local area and make
congestion worse.

Question #2 (b)
If your response to Question #2 (a) is “yes”, would you support making it a condition for
construction of this highway that it results in no net increase in phosphorous and road salt
pollution to Lake Simcoe, and no net loss of wetlands and wildlife habitat within the Lake
Simcoe watershed?
Answer:

Yes

No

Undecided

Additional Comments:

N/A
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Question #3
Background Information
The Holland Marsh pollution reduction project is the single largest action we can take to reduce
Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution.
In 2020, the Government of Canada pledged to invest $16 million in this $40 million project.
The municipalities of Bradford West Gwillimbury, Brock, Georgina, Innisfil and King have
passed resolutions requesting the Government of Ontario to work with the Government of
Canada to make sure that this project proceeds.
Question #3
If elected, would you support the Government of Ontario working with the Government of
Canada to make sure that the Holland Marsh pollution reduction plant is built as soon as
possible?
Answer:

Yes

No

Undecided

Additional Comments:
YES. The NDP supports the construction of this phosphorous treatment facility

Question #4
Background Information
Since the Second World War, the Lake Simcoe area’s growing population has been accompanied
by higher property taxes and declining water quality.
Homeowners and small businesses pay higher municipal taxes because developers are not
required to pay the full cost of the new municipal infrastructure that is needed to service their
developments. The public pays the difference.
Water quality is declining because new development has not been accompanied by the
environmental measures that are needed to protect Lake Simcoe’s watershed. That’s why
pollution of the lake is increasing.

Growth could pay for growth.
If the Development Charges Act is amended, municipalities and the Province could levy
development charges to recover 100% of their costs of servicing new developments and
cleaning-up Lake Simcoe.
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We estimate that we will only need to increase development charges by approximately 4.5% to
pay the full cost of reducing Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution to 44 tonnes a year.
Question #4

If elected, would you support amending the Development Charges Act to permit municipalities
and the Province of Ontario to levy development charges to recover 100% of their costs of
servicing new developments and cleaning-up Lake Simcoe?
Answer:

Yes

No

Undecided

Additional Comments:
YES. Municipalities should have this authority. In addition, development charge policies should
be based on growth projections that are reasonable and reflect forward-looking sustainable
development principles. Municipal taxpayers in York and Simcoe are increasingly on the hook
for massive infrastructure costs and debts related to sprawl-oriented development mandated by
short-sighted, politically-driven provincial growth policies. As the financial and environmental
costs of sprawl-oriented development increase, growth policies and development charges must
change, while at the same time encouraging and rewarding sustainable development that makes
efficient use of land and infrastructure within existing communities.

Print Name

Signature

Date

Please return the questionnaire by December 31, 2021 to:
Jack Gibbons, Chair, Lake Simcoe Watch
Jack@LakeSimcoeWatch.ca
416-260-2080 ext. 2
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