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December 29, 2021  

RE: Lake Simcoe Watch Provincial Election Questionnaire 

 

Dear Mr. Gibbons,  

Please find below response to Lake Simcoe Watch’s Provincial Election Questionnaire.  

Regards, 

Becky Smit 
Campaign Chair, Ontario Greens 

 

Question #1 

If elected, would you support the Government of Ontario promptly funding and implementing a plan to 
reduce Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution to 44 tonnes a year by 2030? 

Answer: Yes       

Additional Comments: 

In The Green Party of Ontario’s “Roadmap To Net-Zero” Climate Plan, we commit to: implementing a 
plan for cutting phosphorus entering Lake Simcoe from 131 tonnes in 2017 to 44 tonnes by 2026. See 
gpo.ca/climate/water/   

 

Question #2 (a) 

If elected, would you support construction of th[e Holland Marsh] Highway? 

Answer: No    

Additional Comments: 

The Green Party of Ontario was the first Ontario political party to publicly oppose the Holland Marsh 
Highway. Mike Schreiner has also recently called for Andrea Horwath and Steven Del Duca, leaders of 
the provincial NDP and Liberal parties, to also oppose it fully.  
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The Holland Marsh Highway is a bad idea; we believe it is unnecessary and destructive. Urban planning 
research has long shown that more highways create more congestion, traffic and emissions through 
induced demand. We need to crush climate pollution, not create more. 

A 2014 Ministry of Transportation report showed that there are much less environmentally destructive 
alternatives that will meet the region’s transportation needs. 

Question #3 

If elected, would you support the Government of Ontario working with the Government of Canada to 
make sure that the Holland Marsh pollution reduction plant is built as soon as possible? 

Answer: Yes 

Question #4 

If elected, would you support amending the Development Charges Act to permit municipalities and the 
Province of Ontario to levy development charges to recover 100% of their costs of servicing new 
developments and cleaning-up Lake Simcoe? 

Answer: Yes    

Additional Comments: 

We need to ensure growth is self-sustaining and pays the complete short- and long-term costs of hard 
and soft infrastructure. In our Climate and Housing plans, we promise to revise the Development 
Charges Act to stop subsidizing sprawl, and reform development charges and reverse recent changes so 
that there is more money for climate-friendly social services, parks, and transit options in the immediate 
area of the development site. 

 


