Provincial Election Questionnaire 2022

Question #1
Background Information
In 2009 the Government of Ontario released its Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, which called for
Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution to be reduced by 50% to 44 tonnes a year. According to
the Plan, this is the reduction in pollution that is needed to protect the cold-water fishery and to
prevent excessive weed growth and algae blooms.
The Government of Ontario has not funded or implemented a plan to reduce Lake Simcoe’s
phosphorous pollution to 44 tonnes a year. Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution has instead
gone up by 30% since 2009.
To learn more about how we can reduce Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution to 44 tonnes per
year, please read our Cleaning-Up Lake Simcoe report.
Question #1
If elected, would you support the Government of Ontario promptly funding and implementing a
plan to reduce Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution to 44 tonnes a year by 2030?
Answer:

Yes

No

Undecided

YES

Additional Comments:
Lake Simcoe’s water is under threat. This is why under a previous Liberal government we developed
the Lake Simcoe Protection Act and Plan. Unfortunately the Ford government has failed to implement
policies to meet the targets laid out in the plan, including introducing policies to tackle some of the
largest sources of phosphorus, such as in urban stormwater and agriculture.
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An Ontario Liberal government will work to reduce phosphorus loads to align with a science-first
approach in the management of Lake Simcoe through the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, and ensure the
water is swimmable, drinkable and fishable for generations to come. We will also work to make the
communities in its watershed more sustainable and resilient to climate change. For instance, investing
in engineered and nature-based solutions to stormwater control, such as stormwater ponds, can help
reduce phosphorus loads and mitigate the threat of floods during extreme rainfall. In agriculture, by
working with farmers to add cover crops, we can also reduce phosphorus loads and build climate
resilience.

Question #2
Background Information
The Government of Ontario is planning to build a 16 km, four-lane Holland Marsh Highway to
link Highways 400 and 404.
The proposed highway would:
• Increase phosphorous and road salt pollution to Lake Simcoe;
• Endanger fish spawning habitat;
• Destroy 23 acres of provincially significant wetland; and
• Destroy 81 acres of wildlife habitat.

Question #2 (a)
If elected, would you support construction of this highway?
Answer:

Yes

No

Undecided

No

Additional Comments:
Doug Ford has a reckless pattern of forcing through highway projects without consideration for
environmental impacts. It was Steven Del Duca as the former Minister of Transportation who stopped
Highway 413 the first time, and Ontario Liberals continue to stand strong against Doug Ford’s push to
pave over our farmland and wetlands to reward his rich friends.
The proposed Bradford Bypass hasn’t had an environmental assessment since 1997. The existing
reports are outdated and must be updated in an open and transparent way before a final decision can
be made.
Ontario Liberals are committed to stopping Highway 413, and pausing any further work on the
Bradford Bypass until a new environmental assessment can be done in an open and transparent way.
We are urging our municipal partners to refuse any contracts that they are pressured to sign before
the provincial election. If elected, we will not allow shovels to go in the ground unless the impacted
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communities have the chance to see an updated assessment that proves it is environmentally safe. We
would ensure those assessments look at induced demand, climate change and alternative solutions to
deliver infrastructure to the Lake Simcoe region that serves its people and environment today and into
the future. If the updated assessments fail to meet this standard, we will stop the Bradford Bypass just
like Highway 413.

Question #2 (b)
If your response to Question #2 (a) is “yes”, would you support making it a condition for
construction of this highway that it results in no net increase in phosphorous and road salt
pollution to Lake Simcoe, and no net loss of wetlands and wildlife habitat within the Lake
Simcoe watershed?
Answer:

Yes

No

Undecided

Question #3
Background Information
The Holland Marsh pollution reduction project is the single largest action we can take to reduce
Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution.
In 2020, the Government of Canada pledged to invest $16 million in this $40 million project.
The municipalities of Bradford West Gwillimbury, Brock, Georgina, Innisfil and King have
passed resolutions requesting the Government of Ontario to work with the Government of
Canada to make sure that this project proceeds.
Question #3
If elected, would you support the Government of Ontario working with the Government of
Canada to make sure that the Holland Marsh pollution reduction plant is built as soon as
possible?
Answer:

Yes

No

Undecided

Yes

Additional Comments:
The Holland Marsh pollution reduction plant is an important infrastructure project to implement to
reduce phosphorus loads.
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Ontario’s wastewater infrastructure faces a significant repair backlog. At the same time, Ontario will
need new wastewater infrastructure to handle an increase in rainfall as a result of climate change.
Under an Ontario Liberal government, we will work to ensure the management of wastewater is
integrated into broader watershed management processes that follows a risk-based approach rooted
in strong adaptive and environmental monitoring. We will incentivize innovation, both technical and
nature-based solutions, that reduce risk and protect human health and the environment.
We want to create a wastewater system that supports the integration of natural assets and green
infrastructure into wastewater and climate resiliency planning. We will work with municipalities to
make strategic investments informed by evidence that strengthens our resilience and protects our
natural environment.

Question #4
Background Information
Since the Second World War, the Lake Simcoe area’s growing population has been accompanied
by higher property taxes and declining water quality.
Homeowners and small businesses pay higher municipal taxes because developers are not
required to pay the full cost of the new municipal infrastructure that is needed to service their
developments. The public pays the difference.
Water quality is declining because new development has not been accompanied by the
environmental measures that are needed to protect Lake Simcoe’s watershed. That’s why
pollution of the lake is increasing.
Growth could pay for growth.
If the Development Charges Act is amended, municipalities and the Province could levy
development charges to recover 100% of their costs of servicing new developments and
cleaning-up Lake Simcoe.
We estimate that we will only need to increase development charges by approximately 4.5% to
pay the full cost of reducing Lake Simcoe’s phosphorous pollution to 44 tonnes a year.
Question #4
If elected, would you support amending the Development Charges Act to permit municipalities
and the Province of Ontario to levy development charges to recover 100% of their costs of
servicing new developments and cleaning-up Lake Simcoe?
Answer:

Yes

No

Undecided

Additional Comments:
Growth should pay for growth, and Ontario Liberals are committed to reviewing and updating
Ontario’s growth planning framework to address both the housing and climate crises. As just one
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example, we need to prevent the cost of urban sprawl by restoring urban intensification requirements
that the Ford government lowered. We are also committed to reviewing overall municipal financial
sustainability and coherence at all three levels of government coming out of the pandemic, including
the potential to share a greater portion of existing HST and gas tax revenue.

Print Name

Signature

Date

Please return the questionnaire by December 31, 2021 to:
Jack Gibbons, Chair, Lake Simcoe Watch
Jack@LakeSimcoeWatch.ca
416-260-2080 ext. 2
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